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A stroll through Père Lachaise Cemetery in Paris becomes a hunt for a legend in this thoughtful
essay exploring the history of this world-famous cemetery and the many soulmates residing
there. (Approximately 2000 words; illustrated)



Manhunt in Père LachaiseBy Claire Splan © Claire Splan 2012All rights reserved. No part of the
ebook may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without
permission in writing from the Author.First published in Rosebud magazine.In the biting cold of a
March afternoon, I roamed amongst the tombs in Père Lachaise Cemetery, looking for a man. A
dead man, actually. A man of legend, by the name of Victor Noir. Of all the manhunts that I had
ever been on, this was certainly the strangest.His name is just one of the dozens listed on the
roll call of famous and supposedly famous dearly departed who are entombed at this massive
118-acre city of the dead on Paris’ east side. Père Lachaise is a necrotic Who’s Who, boasting
such notables as Frédéric Chopin, Marcel Proust, Oscar Wilde, Édith Piaf, Isadora Duncan, and
Jim Morrison. Although it is often described as a “garden cemetery,” it has a decidedly urban feel
to it, like a city within a city. Still, it draws tourists and natives alike who come to walk, picnic,
rendezvous, or simply star-search. “When I feel myself flagging I go and cheer myself up in Père
Lachaise,” wrote Honoré de Balzac. “While seeking out the dead I see nothing but the living.”
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Laurie A. Brown, “Short essay, not a book. An essay rather than a story, the author writes of her
experience at Pere Lachaise Cemetary in Paris, where many famous people are buried. She is in
search of the grave of Victor Noir, hero in France for daring to criticize Napoleon's cousin.
According to lore, anyone who touches the tomb of Noir will be married within the year. On her
way to his tomb through the 118 acre park, she passes the graves of many of the famous and
infamous interred there. Many of the tombs and monuments are touching and even lovely.It
doesn't sound like much, but it's a pretty little piece, almost a prose poem.”

Dawn, “A place of death comes to life!. My husband and I both LOVED this story! Entertaining
and informative; an amazing amount of research went into this. I knew about Jim Morrison being
buried there but that's all. This story made me want to learn even more about the cemetery -----
if there's anything left that wasn't already covered. A highly recommended read and I'll be on the
lookout for more titles from this talented author!”

On Mountain Time, “Thumbs Up for Armchair Traveling. As one who enjoys visiting cemeteries
to discover some tidbits of history, I found myself vicariously traveling through the Pere Lachaise
cemetery with the author. However, even if cemeteries aren't on your usual tourist stops, I think
you'll still enjoy the history and legends in the essay.”

Mansa, “Persuasion. I loved this little book. Planning a quick trip to Paris mainly so I can pay the
place a proper visit - why haven't I been there on one of my previous visits? I so enjoyed the
writing.”

David, “A city of the living as well as the dead.. There are few cemeteries that are conducive to
picnicking, relaxing and relaxing among so many of the greatest minds in Europe, the greatest,
composers, singers, writers....the list goes on. The magnificent architecture of the tomb of Oscar
Wilde and his loyal friend Robbie Ross, covered in kiss marks to Edith Piaf in her family grave,
to Jim Morrison with his daily court of spliff smoking students, to the sombre monuments to
each of the concentration camps of WW2. Ms Splan gives the cemetary a new life. It is a very
short book, but if it persuades you to visit Pere Lachaise, you will find it time well spent and a
visit you will remember.”

De Mutt, “Short but sweet. Very interesting piece and worthwhile as a start to the pere Lachaise
cemetery.Having been there I can vouch for the info supplied”

The book by Claire Splan has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 8 people have provided feedback.
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